2 May 2017

Dear Esteemed Students and Mr. Leeman,

Yesterday in your 1% period class

wsdismpthe.fotthatlapolo;lu.mshoddn'tba
this case - throw bombs. Apologizing to Mr. Leeman
discussiomafrapecultuefallﬂatonmyean.So
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explain the reasons | find assertions of rape culture dubious. If you're interested in rape culture theory
nstitutions | would hope you take a bit of time to
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think about criticisms of these theories. 5o here are some of mine:

1 mm'kammmsmdcﬁmd.%nemwu'mpe culture”? | don’t
see it in my life or the lives of any of the men and women | have known. | have never met a

person who believes rape is anything other than a heinous crime. There is not a man or boy |
know that if | would not trust to sit on a jury with full faith that that they would convict an
accused male rapist if the evidence presented proved his guilt. The punishment for rape in our
culture is long terms in prison followed by a lifetime of stigmatization as a sex offender - our

penultimate sanctions.
find rape to be a heinous crime, we must therefore




2. The very wording of “Rape Culture” seems to me a bit hysterical. Rape and sexual assault are

declining (as are all categories of violent crime happily) fairly sharply (Rape and Sexual Assault

Victimization Among College Age Females, 1999-2013). Doubtless the reason women are safer } v ‘-{
levating and addressing the issue of | T P,

on campus is the higher ed. system has made progress in e
sexual assault as a serious matter and assumed a role in protecting their students using < y
educative means that foster consensual relations and disciplinary policies that hold people W S a,
accountable for their actions. But theories of rape culture go beyond addressing sexual assault O xs, N/ J
to using the term rape which is a maximally provocative to apply not to individuals but to the N "4
broader culture. There is a danger to broadly applying the language of heinous and deviant n (0/136

crime to a project of what is essentially advocacy in my view. These dangers include:
a. Using the term “rape” in relation to the culture rather than the actions of individual or

;mmdcmnlmm-c&mtedmrhwhkhpmm.immmm
innuendo lead communities to be awful to individuals. The example in literature and
American history is the Salem Witch craze and Arthur Millers celebrated work “the
Crucible” that dramatized that episode and the McCarthy era of the 40’s and 50’s that
resembled it in some ways. High profile cases in which journalists and individuals acting
on what they feel must be true rather than actual evidence have lead to high profile
cases of baseless accusations that have achieved national attention, destroyed real lives.
Sabrina Erdely’s “A Rape on Campus” in the Nov. 19 2014 Rolling Stone being a
notorious example here.

b. The word “rape-culture” frames the issue of sexual assault in such a way that that its
mmMmbacMMdlmmm«mbe
questioned because questioning the presence of “rape culture” is evidence of denying

rapes prevalence which is itself sometimes held up as a definition of “rape-culture.” This

Is 3 circular type of reasoning that makes for powerful advocacy, but does not invite

in class on Monday when | expressed skepticism toward the proposition that we live in a




danger in rape-culture of reintroducing essentialist views of gender that

There seems tome a
cast women as in ways both great and small as social invalids.
ar culture: pop music,

Alasnmmisinrdauontodmussionofsemlobjecuﬂamm popul
video's, television, film, etc... | find these discussions to often be censorious in tone and content.

In how many era’s is pop music seen as being indecent because it shows young women having
sex. As a history teacher, | can tell you that this has been a feature of elite criticisms of popular

and especially African American culture going back every generation to the 1920's when mass

media really took off as we know it.

a. Particular attention is given to to pornography as if the consumption of pornography
feeds violence toward women. That seems possible, but there is not evidence for it. As
mentioned earlier the rise of internet pornography has been accompanied by a
concurrent decline in sexual assault and violence. If anything, the data would support a

claim that perhaps pornography provides an outlet for male sexuality that moderates

rape and sexual assault in the population.
Sex sells and mass media uses sex to sell. But markets are free. If one does not like the

b.
sexual attitudes of media one does not have to consume it. Moreover, firms and
individuals are free to challenge distasteful cultural products with cultural products of
their own that comport more comfortably with desired cultural attitudes and beliefs.
We live in a free country and expressive rights are guaranteed by the Federal
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‘exploitative in the character of a free people. Do you want to give Donald Trump, Attn

<€an and cant say, broadcast, watch, surf, etc...? NG




